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Dear mission partners,

My wife Ling and | came to know Rev John Wallis when we joined COCM ten years ago. He was the COCM Council
Chairman at the time. John is a retired pastor from the Church of England. He and his wife Kathleen were OMF mis-
sionaries to South Korea. After they returned to the UK, John served as OMF Director for England and Scotland.
Over the past forty years, John has been involved in all areas of COCM ministry, which included helping our workers
to plant local Chinese churches in the early years, and becoming a spiritual advisor to former COCM General Direc-
tor Ms Mary Wang. For the past eleven years, he has been the COCM Council Chairman, guiding our entire COCM
team with wisdom and understanding.

John has a pastor’s heart, he is always gentle and gracious towards all our staff workers and mission partners.
Through thick and thin, he has been a constant source of support and encouragement to our team. To me personal-
ly, John has been more than just our council chairman. He is my trusted friend and spiritual mentor. Working side
by side over the years, | have learned many valuable lessons from John.

Rev John Wallis officially retired from our council at the end of June. | thank God for giving us such a great mission
partner and spiritual companion. Rev Siew-Huat Ong (OSH) will be our new Council Chairman. | look forward to
building a fruitful partnership with Rev Ong and together we will continue to expand the mission ministries in Eu-
rope.

We need spiritual companions in the mission field. | give thanks for our team of workers with diverse gifts coming
together to realize the shared vision of reaching the Chinese to reach Europe. In June, our COCM staff team went to
Israel to embark on a study tour walking on the same roads our Lord Jesus once traveled. This tour gave me a
chance to know more about the spiritual conditions and needs of my fellow workers. Along the way, | also took time
to have some reflection. At first glance, Israel looked like a highly developed country with great wealth and prosper-
ity. But as we set foot in its land, we discovered wide rich-poor gaps between two distinct peoples. The Jews and
Arabs in Israel are not only vastly different in faith and culture, but also worlds apart in their living conditions.

I look back to two thousand years ago when Jesus first came to live on this land, the Romans and the Jews were also
living in a world full of tension and conflict between different faiths, cultures and national identities, much like the
present one we live in. Jesus came into such a messy world, for he knew that the root cause of human conflict was
alienation from God because of sin. And he came willingly to offer us reconciliation to God through his death on the
Cross.

Regardless of where we live today, we can sense the ongoing political turmoil and rapid social change. It is evident
that we cannot place our hope on building an ideal type of government or society. Mankind is hopeless if the prob-
lem of sin is not dealt with. Our only hope is Jesus Christ. He is the resurrection and the life. He is the true light of
the world. Praise be to God who calls us to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ among the Chinese in Europe!

Serving together in Christ,

Rev. Henry Lu
General Director
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WithOSH and Grace now
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COCM Council member and spouse at John’s retirement luncheon
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